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UNITED STATESETENT ‘OFFICE.

EDWARD EAMBECE AND WILLIAM A VAN MALE OF EATLAMAZOO, MICHIGAN,
ASSIGNORE TO AMERICAN SIGHN COMPANY, OF KALAMAZDOO, MICHIGAN,

SIGN.

1,100,415,

To all whom tf may conoern
Be it known that we, Epwarp Basneck

and Winrianm A, Vaxw Mase, citizens of the
United BStates, residing at Kalamazoo
Michigan, have invented certain new a
useful [mprovements in Signs, of which the
following is a specification.

_ This invention relates to improvements in
signs.

Our improvements are particularly de-
signed by us for embodiment in illuminated
signs in which the characters or sign indicia
are formed or outhined by lenses as shown
for example in Letters Patent to Smith
062,724, dated June 28, 1910, and we have
llustrated the same in the accompanying
drawing as emnbodied in other types of sl
where 1t is desirable to provide means %2‘15
conveniently changing the same,

The main objects of our invention are:
Firet, to provide an improved sign in which
the sign indicia or characters may be quickly
and easily changed. Second, to provide an
improve 51? in which the letters or sign
indicia may be readily changed snd one in
which the joints between changeable panels
are close when the panels are in position.
Third, to Emvide an improved sigm strue-
ture embodying thesge :Ill‘l:r':'tﬂtﬂgﬁ'.ﬁ which 1is
comparatively simple and economieal in
structure and one which may be very con-
veniently changed as desired.

Further objects, and objects relating to
structural details, will definitely appear
from the detailed deseription to follow,

We aecomplish the objeets of our inven-
tion by the devices and means deseribed in
the following specification. .

The invention is clearly defined and
pointed ont in the claims,

A stroeture which is s preferred embodi-
ment of our invention is clearly illustrated
in the accompanying drawing forming a
part of this specification, in whic

Figure 1 is a front view of a struecture em-
bodying the features of our invention. Fig.
11 )5 an enlarged deiail horizontal section
on a line corresponding {o line 2—2 of Fig.
I. Fig. III iz an anﬁlrged detail vertical
section on a line corresponding {o line 8—3
of Fig. I. Fig. IV is a detail inside per-
gpective view of ane of the panels 2,

In the drawing similar reference char-
acterz refer (o similar parts throughout

" Bpecifieation of Letters Palent,
Applcation filled Tanuary 4, 1513,

I order to secure them ingposition.

Patented June 16, 1914.
Berial No. 740,088,

the several viéws, and the sectional views
are taken leoking in the direction of the
little arrows at the ends of the seetion lines.

Referring to the drawinﬁ the frame of
the gign is formed of suita le upright and
horizontal pieces 1. We only ilinstrate the
face wall of the sign as our improvements
relate only to this portion. The face of
the sign comprises a plurality of panels 2
having =zigm characters or indicia formed
therein by means of the lenses 3. These
panels 2 are fermed of sheel metal and are
provided with supporting flanges 4 at their
top and supporting flanges 5 at their bot-
tom edges.

Tie fange 4 is inclined downwardiy,
while the flange 3 is eubstantially horizontal
and is provided with a downturned edge 6.
The flange 5 is upwardly offset from the
lower edge of the panel. At one side edge
each panel is provided with an outwardly
inclined joint member 7, while at the other
it is provided with a channeled joint mem-
ber 8, the channel being preferably V-
shaped, as illustrated.

In the structure illustrated, the panels are
provided with vertical reinforcing bars 9 ar-
ranged hetwesn the sn}lmpnrting flanges.
The supporting flanges nlso sérve to rein-

-foree the panels. The flange 4 12 extended

or continued over the upper end of the
channel joint member 8. See Fig. IV. The
panels and their supporting tlanges and
joint members are preferably formed inte-
grally of sheet metal, as illustrated, The
panels are removably mounted on the sup-
ports 10 having downwardly offset langes
11 provided with upturned edges 12 with
which the supporting flanges 4 of the panels
engage. See Fig. ITI,

The supporting flanges 5 are engaged over
the upper edges of the snpport below. The
supports 10 and the flanges 11 thereof are

referably formed integrally of sheet metal.
The supports 10, are in the structure illos-
trated, shouldered at 13 to receive the lower
edges of the panels so that the faces of the
panels are substantinlly flush with the faces

of the supports. The supports overhang

the flanges 11 20 that water drains from the
supports onto the panels below.

In placing the panels, it is only necessary
to engage the flanges over the supports in
iti W joint
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member 8§ of each panel overlaps the joint
member 7 of an adjacent panel, as clearly
shown in IFig. II. Any particular panel
may be removed or placed without disturb-
ing the others. This i= elfected by lifting
the panel upwardly and swinging laterally,
the joini member 7 being eut away at the
top to permit this upward movement. This
allows the joint member 7 to be slipped
under or removed from the channel joint
member 8 of the adjacent panel without in
any manner disturbing that panel. By this
arrangement, the face of a sign provided
with our changeabie panels rfﬁftl:tn-ely ex-
cludes water, and at the same time, the pan-
ele may be changed as desired. With mod-
erate care in forming the panels and the sup-
gur‘ts. the panels are supported so that they
o not rattie;

We have illastrated and described our im-
provements in detail in 8 satisfactory econ-
struction. We have not attempted to illus-
trate or deseribe varions modifications which
we conternplate as we believe the disclosure
mace will enable these skilled in the art to
which thiz invention relates to embody the
same a3 conditions or taste dictate or re-
quire. We desire, however, to be understood
as claiming our improvements specifically in
the frrm iEIuslrnr&'g as well as broadly with-
in the scope of the appended claims

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim ns new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent 1s:

1. In a sign, the ecmbination with a
frame, of panels each provided with in-
wardly projecting snpperting fanges at ite
tirpy and bottem, and joint members ar its
side cdges, the tap supporting flunge being
melined dowirwardly, the bottom supporting
flarge being vpwardly offset from the lower
edge of the panel and having a downturned
edge, sald panels and  their supporting
Mapgre and joint members being formed in-
tegrnlly of sheet metal, and panel supports
an said frame provided swith downwardly
offset  flanges  having upwardly inclined
erdgrs with which the top supporting flanges
of the panels are engaged, the bottom fanges
of the panels being engaged aver the upper
edges of the snpport below, said supports
being shonldered to receive the lower edges
of the panels above and being adapted to

overhang the upper edges of the panels be-

low, smid supports and their rcp':]J':n;w'Hi'.'e
flange: being formed integrally of sheet
metal. -

wardly projeciing supporting flanges at its
top and bottom, and joint members at its
siile edges. the top supporting flange beihg
e lined downwardly, the boitom supporting
Hunge having a downturned edge, said pan-
s and their suppdrting flanges and joint
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members being formed integrally of sheet
metal, and panel supports on said frame pro-
vided with downwardly offset flanges having
upwardly inclined edges with which the to
supporting flanges of the panels are engaged,
the bottom flanges of the panels being en-
red over the upper edges of the support
elow, said supports and their said flanges
being formed mntegrally of sheet metal.

3. In a sign, the combinstion with a
frame, of panels each provided with in-
wardly projecting supporting flanges at its
top and bottom, and joint members at its
side edges, the top supporting flange being
inclined downwardly, the bottom supporting
fange being upwardly offzet from the lower
edge of the panel and having a downturned
edge, one jont member being outwardly in-
clined, the other being V-shaped to overlap
the outwardly inclined joint member of the
adjacent panel, the top flange being con-
tinued over the V-shaped joint member, and
Hrm&l supports on said frame provided with

anges having outwardly inclined edges with
which the top supporting flanges of the pan-
els are engaged, the bottom flanges ufnthe
Fands being engaged with the support be-
oW

4. In a sign, the combination of panels
each pmvidegllvith inwardly projecting sup-
porting Hanges at its top and bottom, and
joint members at its side edges, the top sup-
porting flange being inclived downwardly,
the bottom supporting flange being up-
wardly offset from the lower edge of the
panel and having a downturned edge, one
joint member being channeled to receive the
meeting joint member of the adjacent panel,
the top flange being continued over thechan-
seled joint member, and panel supports with
which zaid supporting Hanges are remov-
ably engaged.

3. In a sign, the cembination of panels
each provided with inwardly projecting sup-
porting flanges at its top and bottem, and
Juint members at its side edges, the tap sop-
norting flange being inclined downwardly,
the bottom supporting flange being up-
wardly offset from the lower edge of the
panel and having a downtorned edge, one
joint member being ehnnneled to receive the
meeting joint member of the adjacent panel.

G. Im a sign, the combinntion of pancls

supporiing flanges at iis rn!la aned bottonm,

tthe top flange being inclived downwardly,
. the bottom flange being upwardly oflset
2 In a sign, the combination with a |
frame. of panels each provided with in- |

from the lower edze of the panel and hav-
ing a downturned edge, amd panel supporis
provided with downwardly offset ilanges
- having vpwardly inclined edges with winel
- the top supperting langes of the panels are
Cengaged, the bottom flanges of the panels
beifig engaged over the upper edaes of (e
support below, satd supports being pro-

earh ]‘H'l‘l".'it‘]r'-rf with iIJ".'u".II'I']]_‘.-' pnrjm*[ing
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vided with shoulders adapted to receive the
lower edges of the panels above and being
adapted Lo overhang the upper edges of the
paneis below, .

7. In a = the combination of panpels
each provided with mnwardly projecting sup-

rting flanges at its top and bottom, the to

ange being inclined downwardly, and pa
supports provided with downwardly offset
flanges having upwardly inclined edges with
which the top supporting flanges of the
panels are engaged, the bottom flanges of
the panels being engaged over the upper
edges of the support below.

S In a sign, the combination of panels
each provided with inwardly projecting sup-
porting flanges at its top and bottom, and
panel supports provided with flanges with
which the top supporting flanges of the
panels are sngaged, the bottom flanges of
the panels being engnged over the upper
edges of the snpport below,

G, In a =igm, the ecombinstion with a
frame, of panels provided with inwardly
projecting supporting flanges at their top
and bottem and joint members at their side
gelpee, one joint member belng channeled to
receive the meeting joint member of the
adjacent panel, the top flange being con-
tinved over the chanaeled joint member, and

panel supports on said frame with which |

sajd zupporting flanges are removably en-
saged.

10. In a sign, the combination of panels,
each provided with inwardly projecting sup-
porting flanges at its top and bottom and
with joint members at #s side edges, one
joint member being outwardly 'mc]ine-Li, the
other be.m% channeled to overlap the out-
wardly inclined joint member of the adja-
eent panel, the channeled joint members
ving adapted to permut the engaging and
disengaging of the co-acting juint member
therewith with an edgewise and swinging
movement withont shifting the adjacent
panel, and supports coacting with the flanges
at the top and bottom of said panels per-
mitting the engagement and disengagement
therm?wiih a swinging and verticel move-
ment, all coacting for the purpose specified.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set
our hands in the presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD BAMBECK.
WILLIAM A, VAN MALE.

Witnesses to the signature of Edward
Bambeck :

Fawxxre Roor,
Homer Bruxpace.

Wiinesses to the signature of William
Van Male:

Guy A. Buoswits,
W. P. McGrexx,
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